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South Africa is one of the countries in the world most affected by HIV/AIDS, and yet, until recently, the
epidemic was barely visible in South African literature. Much can be gained from approaching the South
African epidemic through creative texts such as novels, photographs, films, cartoons and murals because
they produce and circulate meanings of HIV/AIDS and its various facets such as its 'origin', 'transmission
routes' and 'physical manifestations'. Other aspects explored are the denial of HIV/AIDS, its stigmatisation,
discriminatory practices, modes of disclosure, access to anti-retroviral medication, as well as the role of
alternative treatment. Creative texts, which are open to different and possibly contradictory readings, can
serve as a starting point to increase the cultural visibility of the virus and to challenge dominant ideas about
the epidemic. The cultural constructions of HIV/AIDS should be carefully examined because the meanings
are pervasive and have very 'real' consequences: they play a powerful role both in determining which issues
receive attention and in shaping public understanding of the virus. Ellen Grünkemeier is a lecturer and
researcher in the English Department at Leibniz University of Hanover, Germany. Her publications include
two co-edited volumes on postcolonial literatures and cultures, Listening to Africa. Anglophone African
Literatures and Cultures (2012), and Postcolonial Studies across the Disciplines (ASNEL Papers 19,
forthcoming).
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Breaking the Silence is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Hugo Mann:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. Breaking the Silence can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

Frances Lockhart:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Breaking the Silence can give you a lot of friends
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? We should have Breaking the Silence.

Bridget Dell:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Breaking the Silence we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life at this book Breaking the Silence. You can more appealing than now.
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