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Ever since Westerners arrived in Japan, they have been intrigued by Japanese womanhood and, above all, the
geisha.

This fascination has spawned a wealth of extraordinary fictional creations, from Puccini’s Madame Butterfly
to Arthur Golden’s Memoirs of a Geisha.

The reality of the geisha’s existence, though — whether today or in history — has very rarely been
addressed.

The real, hidden history of the geisha — and the contemporary reality of this intensely private and
disappearing world — is here fully and brilliantly explored by an award-winning writer.

Lesley Downer describes the history of the practise, one which is endangered in the modern era.

By speaking to geishas and those who spend time with them, the author gives a well-rounded portrait, which
is at times unsettling and at others enthralling.

‘Lesley Downer has taken the essential truth of geisha culture — its mystery — and peeled it away layer
after layer like an onion. I highly recommend her engaging and enlightening examination of this little-known
world’ – Arthur Golden, author of Memoirs of a Geisha

‘A fascinating book...packed with riveting detail’ ¬– The Times

‘Downer skilfully builds up a picture of the lives of geisha set against the Japanese attitudes towards sex and
marriage...The detail is fascinating...an enthralling account’ – Literary Review

‘A comprehensive and revealing personal and historical account...full of swashbuckling, romantic stories’ –
Sunday Express

‘Fascinating and fluent...Downer manages to tease the most extraordinary stories from scores of geisha...To
evoke their words with such clarity is nothing short of stunning’ – Mail on Sunday

‘I read with mounting rapture...Lesley Downer has created a masterpiece in subject and mood; her style suits
the restrained elegance, what geisha call “shibui”, of her subject’ – Spectator

‘Lesley Downer...has achieved something remarkable in her part-history, part-reportage exploration of the
Geisha world...Her book is shot through with cultural comparisons that anchor her explanations in the
western reader’s experience...Downer provides what may be the most accessible, entertaining and amusing
sexual history of Japan and western perceptions of Japan now available’ – Scotsman



‘It is a testimony to Downer and her fascinating book that she penetrated their little-known world and gained
the trust of Japan’s best-known and least understood figures’ – The Big Issue
?
Lesley Downer was born in London. Her father was a professor of Chinese, which stimulated her passion for
China, Japan and Asia. After a Masters in South Asian Studies, she lived in Japan as a Westerner gaining a
true appreciation for womanhood in her new home. She published a memoir, On the Narrow Road to the
Deep North, which was turned into a documentary film.
Lesley Downer also presented a BBC TV series on Japanese cooking, and wrote The Brothers, about a
wealthy Japanese family. As well as her well-received book on geisha, she has written about one specific
geisha, Madame Sadayakko, and several works of fiction, including Across a Bridge of Dreams and, in 2013,
The Samurai’s Daughter.

Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more information on our titles please
sign up to our newsletter at www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will receive updates on free and
discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook via
http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers. Endeavour Press believes
that the future is now.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the
Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kay Roberts:

Here thing why this kind of Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a
Vanishing World are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Geisha: The Remarkable
Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Geisha: The
Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Geisha: The Remarkable
Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World in e-book can be your substitute.

Deborah Rost:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret
History of a Vanishing World can make you feel more interested to read.

Lisa Bentley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Geisha: The
Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World.

Download and Read Online Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind
the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World Lesley
Downer #SFTUYOBEH7Q



Read Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The
Secret History of a Vanishing World by Lesley Downer for online
ebook

Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World by Lesley
Downer Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the
Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World by Lesley Downer books to read online.

Online Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a
Vanishing World by Lesley Downer ebook PDF download

Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World by
Lesley Downer Doc

Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World by Lesley Downer
Mobipocket

Geisha: The Remarkable Truth Behind the Fiction: The Secret History of a Vanishing World by Lesley Downer EPub


