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By the end of the twentieth century, decaying inner cities in America continued to lose ground despite the
best efforts of local and federal officials. By then the investment in urban revitalization begun during the
activist 1960s had become a romantic memory. Roger Biles's insightful new book shows why. The first
major comprehensive treatment of the subject in thirty-five years, superseding Mark Gelfand's landmark A
Nation of Cities, it examines the federal government's relationship with urban America from the Truman
through the Clinton administrations.

Deftly analyzing the efforts of presidents, legislators, and other policy makers to deal with a range of
troubling and persistent urban issues—especially problems related to housing, transportation, and
poverty—Biles chronicles the attitudes and policy proposals of each president and his chief appointees. He
shows that, although various presidents announced initiatives to benefit cities, only Jimmy Carter actually
made a sustained effort to do so, while the Eisenhower administration stepped back from New Deal-Fair
Deal engagement in urban affairs and LBJ's Great Society programs succeeded in reviving ailing
cities—until money was diverted to the Vietnam war. Biles explains how Ronald Reagan's New Federalism
reduced the federal government's presence in urban America with a vengeance and how Bill Clinton's "Third
Way" for America's cities signaled yet another triumph for devolution and decentralization. He also critiques
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, citing its ongoing inability to serve as a strong advocate
for the cities within the federal government.

Well organized, clearly written, and wide-ranging, Biles's impressive treatise provides a telling critique of
how in the long run the government turned a blind eye to the fate of the cities. No other work offers such a
useful narrative of presidential action or inaction and Washington political maneuvering with regard to urban
issues. This comprehensive history will become the standard source for understanding the development and
trajectory of federal policy making affecting America's urban centers.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

The book The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading a book The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a
guide The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Shawn Jones:

This book untitled The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Bertha Davis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government,
1945-2000 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Sharon Hafer:

This The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Fate of Cities: Urban America and the Federal Government, 1945-2000 in



your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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