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Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral Dimension of Contemporary Fantasy is a collection
driven by two strong convictions. The first one is that issues related to spirituality, ethics, and the moral
philosophy - thrown overboard as an embarrassing legacy of liberal humanism - need to be brought back to
the center of discussion about literature. The second is that among literary conventions available to
contemporary writers, fantasy is especially suitable to bring up the theme of values. Its uniqueness lies in its
being subversive of the reductionist scientific worldview, which denies the reality and importance of
anything beyond the scope of its empirical verification. In this sense, fantasy literature is a festering
provocation, a phenomenon which - a cliche attested to by its marginalization by the academia - should not
be, but persists. Against the dominant skepticism and cynicism of the age, fantasy points to hope and trust.
Against moral relativism and abandonment, it makes us rethink the way we deconstruct ourselves as moral
agents and responsible human beings. Against our abuse of the natural world and our resulting sense of
isolation and frustration, it asserts that we are part of a larger web of life and that our future depends on how
soon we will become aware of this fact. At its best, fantasy does much more; it troubles our oldest certainties
and rekindles the hope we have almost given up, the hope of finding the meaning and reaching human
fulfillment. Beginning with five theoretical essays on fantasy as a consideration of spirituality and human
values, the collection moves to five studies of specific fantasies as commenting on the role of imagination in
human life. These are followed by four essays on fantasy as asserting the interconnectedness of all life,
stressing the need for cooperation and the cultivation of environmental awareness. Finally, our discussion
concludes with five studies of fantasy seen as exploration of the human condition with its eternal dilemmas
of life versus death, of chaos versus order, of rationality versus intuition, of fate versus free will, and of the
real versus the imaginary.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral
Dimensions of Contemporary Fantasy.

Robert Ford:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral
Dimensions of Contemporary Fantasy it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Rafael Arent:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral Dimensions of
Contemporary Fantasy provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Louis Cline:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This particular Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral
Dimensions of Contemporary Fantasy can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this
one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We



need to have Towards or Back to Human Values? Spiritual and Moral Dimensions of Contemporary Fantasy.
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