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Across the country, white ethnics have fled cities for suburbs. But many have stayed in their old
neighborhoods. When the busing crisis erupted in Boston in the 1970s, Catholics were in the forefront of
resistance. Jews, 70,000 of whom had lived in Roxbury and Dorchester in the early 1950s, were invisible
during the crisis. They were silent because they departed the city more quickly and more thoroughly than
Boston's Catholics. Only scattered Jews remained in Dorchester and Roxbury by the mid-1970s.

In telling the story of why the Jews left and the Catholics stayed, Gerald Gamm places neighborhood
institutions--churches, synagogues, community centers, schools--at its center. He challenges the long-held
assumption that bankers and real estate agents were responsible for the rapid Jewish exodus. Rather,
according to Gamm, basic institutional rules explain the strength of Catholic attachments to neighborhood
and the weakness of Jewish attachments. Because they are rooted, territorially defined, and hierarchical,
parishes have frustrated the urban exodus of Catholic families. And because their survival was predicated on
their portability and autonomy, Jewish institutions exacerbated the Jewish exodus.

Gamm shows that the dramatic transformation of urban neighborhoods began not in the 1950s or 1960s, but
in the 1920s. Not since Anthony Lukas's Common Ground has there been a book that so brilliantly explores
not just Boston's dilemma but the roots of the American urban crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Jacquelyn Lopez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Urban Exodus: Why the Jews
Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Georgette Tang:

Urban Exodus: Why the Jews Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Urban Exodus: Why the Jews Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Christine Flint:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Urban Exodus: Why the Jews
Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Jeremy Reed:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Urban Exodus: Why the Jews Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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