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The iconic bicep-flexing poster image of "Rosie the Riveter" has long conveyed the impression that women
were welcomed into the World War II work force and admired for helping "free a man to fight." Donna
Knaff, however, shows that "Rosie" only revealed part of the reality and that women depicted in other World
War II visual art—both in the private sector and the military—reflected decidedly mixed feelings about the
status of women within American society.

Beyond Rosie the Riveter takes readers back to a time before television's dominance, to the golden age of
print art and its singular power over public opinion. Focusing specifically on instances of "female
masculinity" when women entered previously all-male fields, Knaff places these images within the context
of popular discussions of gender roles and examines their historical, cultural, and textual contexts.

As Knaff reveals, visual messages received by women through war posters, magazine cartoons, comic strips,
and ads may have acknowledged their importance to the war effort but also cautioned them against taking
too many liberties or losing their femininity. Her study examines the subtle and not-so subtle cultural battles
that played out in these popular images, opening a new window on American women's experience.

Some images implicitly argued that women should maintain their femininity despite adopting masculinity for
the war effort; others dealt with society's deep-seated fear that masculinized women might feminize men;
and many reflected the dilemma that a woman was both encouraged to express and suppress her sexuality so
that she might be perceived as neither promiscuous nor lesbian. From these cases, Knaff draws a common
theme: while being outwardly empowered or celebrated for their wartime contributions, women were kept in
check by being held responsible for everything from distracting male co-workers to compromising
machinery with their long hair and jewelry. Knaff also notes the subtle distinctions among the images:
government war posters targeted blue-collar women, New Yorker content was aimed at socialites, Collier's
addressed middle-class women, and Wonder Woman was geared to young girls.

Especially through its focus on visual arts, Knaff's book gives us a new look at American society decades
before the modern women's rights movement, torn between wartime needs and antiquated gender roles. It
provides much-needed nuance to a glossed-over chapter in our history, charting the difficult negotiations that
granted—and ultimately took back—American women's wartime freedoms.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Beyond Rosie the
Riveter: Women of World War II in American Popular Graphic Art (Culture America (Hardcover))? Maybe
it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Steven Anderson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Beyond Rosie the Riveter: Women of World War II in American Popular
Graphic Art (Culture America (Hardcover)) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

David Whetstone:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Beyond Rosie the Riveter: Women of
World War II in American Popular Graphic Art (Culture America (Hardcover)) which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lena Robertson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beyond Rosie the Riveter: Women of World
War II in American Popular Graphic Art (Culture America (Hardcover)) can be the solution, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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