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For millennia humans have studied the skies to help them grow crops, navigate the seas, and earn favor from
their gods. We still look to the stars today for answers to fundamental questions: How did the universe
begin? Will it end, and if so, how? What is our place within it? John North has been examining such
questions for decades. In Cosmos, he offers a sweeping historical survey of the two sciences that help define
our place in the universe: astronomy and cosmology.
            Organizing his history chronologically, North begins by examining Paleolithic cave drawings that
clearly chart the phases of the moon. He then investigates scientific practices in the early civilizations of
Egypt, Greece, China, and the Americas (among others), whose inhabitants developed sophisticated methods
to record the movements of the planets and stars. Trade routes and religious movements, North notes,
brought these ancient styles of scientific thinking to the attention of later astronomers, whose own
theories—such as Copernicus’ planetary theory—led to the Scientific Revolution.
            The work of master astronomers, including Ptolemy, Galileo, Kepler, and Newton, is described in
detail, as are modern-day developments in astrophysics, such as the advent of radio astronomy, the brilliant
innovations of Einstein, and the many recent discoveries brought about with the help of the Hubble
telescope. This new edition brings North’s seminal book right up to the present day, as North takes a closer
look at last year’s reclassification of Pluto as a “dwarf” planet and gives a thorough overview of current
research.
            With more than two hundred illustrations and a comprehensive bibliography, Cosmos is the definitive
history of astronomy and cosmology. It is sure to find an eager audience among historians of science and
astronomers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Cosmos: An Illustrated History of
Astronomy and Cosmology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Helen Kingsbury:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Cosmos: An Illustrated History of Astronomy and
Cosmology it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Mary Killgore:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Cosmos: An Illustrated History of Astronomy and Cosmology your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Cosmos: An Illustrated History of Astronomy and Cosmology
giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Norbert Walling:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this



age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this Cosmos: An Illustrated History of Astronomy and Cosmology can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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