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Over his long and fruitful scholarly life, Jürgen Habermas has patiently laboured to diagnose the limitations
and free the potential of the project of modernity - the pursuit of the ideal of free society by rational subjects.
Omid A. Payrow Shabani here analyses the development of Habermas's critical philosophy in its pursuit of a
theory of justice that can address the ethico-political concerns of our diverse, pluralist, and fragmented
society. He contends that Habermas's more recent work represents a position that is inadequately critical of
the existing political order in liberal democracies.

Payrow Shabani situates Habermas's current philosophical orientation by laying out its historical background
and theoretical sources in the work of Kant and Hegel, and charting its movement towards an account of
communicative rationality. Habermas's discourse ethics in turn translates his theory of communication into a
sociological critique of democracy in advanced capitalism. Yet, Payrow Shabani argues, in his impressive
effort to theorize deliberative democracy, and the role of law and power therein, Habermas concedes too
much to 'real-existing' capitalism, and thus legitimizes political power as currently exercised in Western
democracies.

The deficiencies of Habermas's theory can be overcome, Payrow Shabani proposes, by appropriating
Foucault's analysis of power as a contestational network of relations flowing in all directions. Similarly, he
argues, incorporating Derrida's deconstructive strategy allows for a distinction between the presence of law
and the attainment of justice, which is always to come, à-venir. In this view, contestation and dissent are
seen as critical democratic values. For Payrow Shabani, such a refurbished critical theory recognizes the
diversity of public deliberation in modern democracies, where the pursuit of the ideal of justice is an
enduring negotiation that is never completed.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Nguyen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer regarding Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Democracy, Power, and
Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Colleen Harman:

Exactly why? Because this Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lloyd Stec:

This Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas is brand new way for you
who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

John Cheung:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and



can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Democracy, Power, and Legitimacy: The Critical Theory of Jürgen
Habermas can make you really feel more interested to read.
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