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Unequal Gains offers a radically new understanding of the economic evolution of the United States,
providing a complete picture of the uneven progress of America from colonial times to today.

While other economic historians base their accounts on American wealth, Peter Lindert and Jeffrey
Williamson focus instead on income—and the result is a bold reassessment of the American economic
experience. America has been exceptional in its rising inequality after an egalitarian start, but not in its long-
run growth.

America had already achieved world income leadership by 1700, not just in the twentieth century as is
commonly thought. Long before independence, American colonists enjoyed higher living standards than
Britain—and America's income advantage today is no greater than it was three hundred years ago. But that
advantage was lost during the Revolution, lost again during the Civil War, and lost a third time during the
Great Depression, though it was regained after each crisis. In addition, Lindert and Williamson show how
income inequality among Americans rose steeply in two great waves—from 1774 to 1860 and from the
1970s to today—rising more than in any other wealthy nation in the world. Unequal Gains also demonstrates
how the widening income gaps have always touched every social group, from the richest to the poorest. The
book sheds critical light on the forces that shaped American income history, and situates that history in a
broad global context.

Economic writing at its most stimulating, Unequal Gains provides a vitally needed perspective on who has
benefited most from American growth, and why.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Unequal Gains:
American Growth and Inequality since 1700 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Unequal Gains: American Growth and Inequality since 1700 (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World)is one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Charles Beaudoin:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Unequal Gains: American Growth
and Inequality since 1700 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is simple bringing you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Roberta Nieves:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Unequal Gains: American Growth and Inequality
since 1700 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) or others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Unequal Gains: American Growth and
Inequality since 1700 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jacqueline Kellett:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Unequal Gains: American Growth and Inequality since 1700 (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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