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When most people think about the Netherlands, images of tulips and peaceful pot smoking residents spring
to mind. Bring up soccer, and most will think of Johan Cruyuff, the Dutch player thought to rival Pele in
preternatural skill, and Ajax, one of the most influential soccer clubs in the world whose academy system for
young athletes has been replicated around the globe (and most notably by Barcelona and the 2010 world
champions, Spain).

But as international bestselling author Simon Kuper writes in Ajax, The Dutch, The War: Soccer in Europe
During the Second World War, the story of soccer in Holland cannot be understood without investigating
what really occurred in this country during WWII. For decades, the Dutch have enjoyed the reputation of
having a “good war.” The myth is even resonant in Israel where Ajax is celebrated. The fact is, the Jews
suffered shocking persecution at the hands of Dutch collaborators. Holland had the second largest Nazi
movement in Europe outside Germany, and in no other country except Poland was so high a percentage of
Jews deported.

Kuper challenges Holland’s historical amnesia and uses soccer—particularly the experience of Ajax, a club
long supported by Amsterdam’s Jews—as a window on wartime Holland and Europe. Through interviews
with Resistance fighters, survivors, wartime soccer players and more, Kuper uncovers this history that has
been ignored, and also finds out why the Holocaust had a profound effect on soccer in the country.

Ajax produced Cruyuff but was also built by members of the Dutch resistance and Holocaust survivors. It
became a surrogate family for many who survived the war and its method for producing unparalleled talent
became the envy of clubs around the world. In this passionate, haunting and moving work of forensic
reporting, Kuper tells the breathtaking story of how Dutch Jews survived the unspeakable and came to play a
strong role in the rise of the most exciting and revolutionary style of soccer — “Total Football” — the world
had ever seen.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Hammer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale of
Soccer During Europe's Darkest Hour as your daily resource information.

Theodore Huff:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale of Soccer During
Europe's Darkest Hour as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale of Soccer During Europe's
Darkest Hour to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jack Bemis:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale of Soccer During Europe's
Darkest Hour can make you sense more interested to read.

Robert Barker:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale
of Soccer During Europe's Darkest Hour to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Ajax, the Dutch, the War: The Strange Tale



of Soccer During Europe's Darkest Hour can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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