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Once maligned as a swampy outpost, the fledgling city of Chicago brazenly adopted the motto Urbs in Horto
or City in a Garden, in 1837. Chicago Gardens shows how this upstart town earned its sobriquet over the
next century, from the first vegetable plots at Fort Dearborn to innovative garden designs at the 1933
World’s Fair.
            Cathy Jean Maloney has spent decades researching the city’s horticultural heritage, and here she
reveals the unusual history of Chicago’s first gardens. Challenged by the region’s clay soil, harsh winters,
and fierce winds, Chicago’s pioneering horticulturalists, Maloney demonstrates, found imaginative uses for
hardy prairie plants. This same creative spirit thrived in the city’s local fruit and vegetable markets,
encouraging the growth of what would become the nation’s produce hub. The vast plains that surrounded
Chicago, meanwhile, inspired early landscape architects, such as Frederick Law Olmsted, Jens Jensen, and
O.C. Simonds, to new heights of grandeur.  
            Maloney does not forget the backyard gardeners: immigrants who cultivated treasured seeds and
pioneers who planted native wildflowers. Maloney’s vibrant depictions of Chicagoans like “Bouquet Mary,”
a flower peddler who built a greenhouse empire, add charming anecdotal evidence to her argument–that
Chicago’s garden history rivals that of New York or London and ensures its status as a world-class capital of
horticultural innovation.      
            With exquisite archival photographs, prints, and postcards, as well as field guide descriptions of
living legacy gardens for today’s visitors, Chicago Gardens will delight green-thumbs from all parts of the
world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rochester:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center
for American Places - Center Books on American Places) can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Juana Rummel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center for American Places - Center
Books on American Places) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book features high quality.

Jose Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Chicago Gardens: The Early History
(Center for American Places - Center Books on American Places) reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center for American Places - Center Books on
American Places) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Willie Dominguez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center for
American Places - Center Books on American Places) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center for American Places - Center Books on
American Places) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or



Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading in which.
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