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Like the figure of the governess, the seamstress occupied a unique place in the history of the nineteenth
century, appearing frequently in debates about women's work and education, and the condition of the
working classes generally in the rapidly changing capitalist marketplace. Like the governess, the figure of the
needlewoman is ubiquitous in art, fiction and journalism in the nineteenth century. The fifteen articles in this
book address the seamstress's appearance as a 'real' figure in the changing economies of nineteenth-century
Britain, America, and France, and as an important cultural icon in the art and literature of the period. They
treat the many different types of needlewomen in the nineteenth century-from skilled milliners and
dressmakers, some of whom owned their own businesses selling merchandise to other women (forming a
unique 'female economy') to women who, through reduced circumstances, were forced into the lowest end of
paid needlework, sewing clothing at home for starvation wages-like the impoverished shirt-maker in the
famous Victorian poem by Thomas Hood, 'The Song of the Shirt.' This volume assembles the work of
leading American, British and Canadian scholars from many different fields, including art history, literary
criticism, gender studies, labor history, business history, and economic history to draw together recent
scholarship on needlewomen from a variety of different disciplines and methodologies. Famine and Fashion
will therefore appeal to anyone studying images of work in the nineteenth century, popular and canonical
nineteenth-century literature, the history of women's work, the history of sweated labor, the origins of the
ready-made clothing industry and early feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Chacon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century. Try
to face the book Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Sarah Tomczak:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth
Century. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Odis Hillyard:

This Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth
Century can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Nikki Kirkland:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Famine And Fashion: Needlewomen In The Nineteenth Century why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly



show you to pick up this book.
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