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When Mr. Hiram B. Otis, the American Minister, bought Canterville Chase, everyone told him he was doing
a very foolish thing, as there was no doubt at all that the place was haunted. Indeed, Lord Canterville
himself, who was a man of the most punctilious honor, had felt it his duty to mention the fact to Mr. Otis
when they came to discuss terms. “We have not cared to live in the place ourselves,” said Lord Canterville,
“since my grand-aunt, the Dowager Duchess of Bolton, was frightened into a fit, from which she never really
recovered, by two skeleton hands being placed on her shoulders as she was dressing for dinner, and I feel
bound to tell you, Mr. Otis, that the ghost has been seen by several living members of my family, as well as
by the rector of the parish, the Rev. Augustus Dampier, who is a Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. After
the unfortunate accident to the Duchess, none of our younger servants would stay with us, and Lady
Canterville often got very little sleep at night, in consequence of the mysterious noises that came from the
corridor and the library.” “My Lord,” answered the Minister, “I will take the furniture and the ghost at a
valuation. I have come from a modern country, where we have everything that money can buy; and with all
our spry young fellows painting the Old World red, and carrying off your best actors and prima-donnas, I
reckon that if there were such a thing as a ghost in Europe, we'd have it at home in a very short time in one of
our public museums, or on the road as a show.” “I fear that the ghost exists,” said Lord Canterville, smiling,
“though it may have resisted the overtures of your enterprising impresarios. It has been well known for three
centuries, since 1584 in fact, and always makes its appearance before the death of any member of our
family.” “Well, so does the family doctor for that matter, Lord Canterville. But there is no such thing, sir, as
a ghost, and I guess the laws of Nature are not going to be suspended for the British aristocracy.” “You are
certainly very natural in America,” answered Lord Canterville, who did not quite understand Mr. Otis's last
observation, “and if you don't mind a ghost in the house, it is all right. Only you must remember I warned
you.” A few weeks after this, the purchase was concluded, and at the close of the season the Minister and his
family went down to Canterville Chase. Mrs. Otis, who, as Miss Lucretia R. Tappan, of West 53d Street, had
been a celebrated New York belle, was now a very handsome, middle-aged woman, with fine eyes, and a
superb profile. Many American ladies on leaving their native land adopt an appearance of chronic ill-health,
under the impression that it is a form of European refinement, but Mrs. Otis had never fallen into this error.
She had a magnificent constitution, and a really wonderful amount of animal spirits. Indeed, in many
respects, she was quite English, and was an excellent example of the fact that we have really everything in
common with America nowadays, except, of course, language. Her eldest son, christened Washington by his
parents in a moment of patriotism, which he never ceased to regret, was a fair-haired, rather good-looking
young man, who had qualified himself for American diplomacy by leading the German at the Newport
Casino for three successive seasons, and even in London was well known as an excellent dancer. Gardenias
and the peerage were his only weaknesses. Otherwise he was extremely sensible. Miss Virginia E. Otis was a
little girl of fifteen, lithe and lovely as a fawn, and with a fine freedom in her large blue eyes. She was a
wonderful Amazon, and had once raced old Lord Bilton on her pony twice round the park, winning by a
length and a half, just in front of the Achilles statue, to the huge delight of the young Duke of Cheshire, who
proposed for her on the spot, and was sent back to Eton that very night by his guardians, in floods of tears.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

The book Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a e-book Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Sandra McNulty:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales.

Millie Goodman:

This Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales is great reserve for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jamie Durbin:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended for your requirements is Humorous GHOST STORIES: A Collection of Funny Tales this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.
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