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The story of seeds, in a nutshell, is a tale of evolution. From the tiny sesame that we sprinkle on our bagels to
the forty-five-pound double coconut borne by the coco de mer tree, seeds are a perpetual reminder of the
complexity and diversity of life on earth. With An Orchard Invisible, Jonathan Silvertown presents the oft-
ignored seed with the natural history it deserves, one nearly as varied and surprising as the earth’s flora itself.

Beginning with the evolution of the first seed plant from fernlike ancestors more than 360 million years ago,
Silvertown carries his tale through epochs and around the globe. In a clear and engaging style, he delves into
the science of seeds: How and why do some lie dormant for years on end? How did seeds evolve? The wide
variety of uses that humans have developed for seeds of all sorts also receives a fascinating look, studded
with examples, including foods, oils, perfumes, and pharmaceuticals. An able guide with an eye for the
unusual, Silvertown is happy to take readers on unexpected—but always interesting—tangents, from Lyme
disease to human color vision to the Salem witch trials. But he never lets us forget that the driving force
behind the story of seeds—its theme, even—is evolution, with its irrepressible habit of stumbling upon new
solutions to the challenges of life.

"I have great faith in a seed," Thoreau wrote. "Convince me that you have a seed there, and I am prepared to
expect wonders." Written with a scientist’s knowledge and a gardener’s delight, An Orchard Invisible offers
those wonders in a package that will be irresistible to science buffs and green thumbs alike.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Anderson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of An Orchard Invisible: A
Natural History of Seeds to read.

Sophia Morrison:

The particular book An Orchard Invisible: A Natural History of Seeds will bring you to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book
to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book An Orchard Invisible: A Natural History of Seeds is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Darla Kemp:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book An Orchard Invisible: A Natural History of Seeds it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Steven Burley:

Beside this An Orchard Invisible: A Natural History of Seeds in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have An Orchard Invisible: A Natural History of Seeds because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from right now!
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