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The ancient Greek lyric poet Simonides of Keos was the first poet in the Western tradition to take money for
poetic composition. From this starting point, Anne Carson launches an exploration, poetic in its own right, of
the idea of poetic economy. She offers a reading of certain of Simonides' texts and aligns these with writings
of the modern Romanian poet Paul Celan, a Jew and survivor of the Holocaust, whose "economies" of
language are notorious. Asking such questions as, What is lost when words are wasted? and Who profits
when words are saved? Carson reveals the two poets' striking commonalities.

In Carson's view Simonides and Celan share a similar mentality or disposition toward the world, language
and the work of the poet. Economy of the Unlost begins by showing how each of the two poets stands in a
state of alienation between two worlds. In Simonides' case, the gift economy of fifth-century b.c. Greece was
giving way to one based on money and commodities, while Celan's life spanned pre- and post-Holocaust
worlds, and he himself, writing in German, became estranged from his native language. Carson goes on to
consider various aspects of the two poets' techniques for coming to grips with the invisible through the
visible world. A focus on the genre of the epitaph grants insights into the kinds of exchange the poets
envision between the living and the dead. Assessing the impact on Simonidean composition of the material
fact of inscription on stone, Carson suggests that a need for brevity influenced the exactitude and clarity of
Simonides' style, and proposes a comparison with Celan's interest in the "negative design" of printmaking:
both poets, though in different ways, employ a kind of negative image making, cutting away all that is
superfluous. This book's juxtaposition of the two poets illuminates their differences--Simonides' fundamental
faith in the power of the word, Celan's ultimate despair--as well as their similarities; it provides fertile
ground for the virtuosic interplay of Carson's scholarship and her poetic sensibility.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Sugg:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Economy of the Unlost: (Reading
Simonides of Keos with Paul Celan) (Martin Classical Lectures) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Homer Douglas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Economy of the Unlost: (Reading Simonides of Keos with Paul Celan)
(Martin Classical Lectures) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Angel Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Economy of the Unlost: (Reading Simonides of Keos with Paul Celan) (Martin
Classical Lectures) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.

Susan Hare:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This e-book Economy of the Unlost: (Reading Simonides of Keos with Paul Celan)
(Martin Classical Lectures) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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