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In this compelling critique Rob Wilson explores the creation of the “Pacific Rim” in the American
imagination and how the concept has been variously adapted and resisted in Hawai‘i, the Pacific Islands,
New Zealand, and Australia. Reimagining the American Pacific ranges from the nineteenth century to the
present and draws on theories of postmodernism, transnationality, and post-Marxist geography to contribute
to the ongoing discussion of what constitutes “global” and “local.”
Wilson begins by tracing the arrival of American commerce and culture in the Pacific through missionary
and imperial forces in the nineteenth century and the parallel development of Asia/Pacific as an idea. Using
an impressive range of texts—from works by Herman Melville, James Michener, Maori and Western
Samoan novelists, and Bamboo Ridge poets to Baywatch, films and musicals such as South Pacific and Blue
Hawaii, and native Hawaiian shark god poetry—Wilson illustrates what it means for a space to be
“regionalized.” Claiming that such places become more open to transnational flows of information, labor,
finance, media, and global commodities, he explains how they then become isolated, their borders
simultaneously crossed and fixed. In the case of Hawai’i, Wilson argues that culturally innovative, risky
forms of symbol making and a broader—more global—vision of local plight are needed to counterbalance
the racism and increasing imbalance of cultural capital and goods in the emerging postplantation and tourist-
centered economy.
Reimagining the American Pacific leaves the reader with a new understanding of the complex interactions of
global and local economies and cultures in a region that, since the 1970s, has been a leading trading partner
of the United States. It is an engaging and provocative contribution to the fields of Asian and American
studies, as well as those of cultural studies and theory, literary criticism, and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bassett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Reimagining the American Pacific: From South Pacific to Bamboo Ridge
and Beyond (New Americanists) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Tracy Gardiner:

The book untitled Reimagining the American Pacific: From South Pacific to Bamboo Ridge and Beyond
(New Americanists) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Henry Carlino:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Reimagining the American Pacific: From South Pacific to Bamboo Ridge and Beyond (New Americanists)
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tia Rosario:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Reimagining the American Pacific: From
South Pacific to Bamboo Ridge and Beyond (New Americanists) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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