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In 1585, war between Spain and Elizabethan England was all but inevitable. Consequently, Queen
Elizabeth's spymaster proposed a pre-emptive strike designed to paralyse Spain's economy by striking at the
Spanish Main - the heart of her overseas empire. The Elizabethan "Sea Dog" Sir Francis Drake was selected
to lead this all-important raid.

During the summer of 1585 an expedition was gathered in Plymouth - an impressive force of 21 ships and
1,800 soldiers and sailors. When word reached Plymouth that the Queen was having second thoughts and
might call off the raid, Drake hurriedly put to sea, before his expedition could be recalled. After first
attacking the Canary Islands, he finally made landfall in the Caribbean just before Christmas 1585, and he
headed straight for Santo Domingo, the oldest Spanish city in the New World, and the capital of the island of
Hispaniola.

Drake was soon master of the city, which he held to ransom before sailing off towards his new destination -
the treasure port of Cartagena. Cartagena was where emeralds and gold were gathered for shipment to Spain,
and so Drake hoped for rich pickings. Despite being heavily outnumbered, Drake landed his soldiers, who
stormed the city and won a spectacular victory. Cartagena was plundered, then held to ransom before Drake
set sail again, the holds of his ships filled with Spanish treasure. Unable to raid the heavily defended city of
Havana he instead raided the little Spanish colony on the coast of Florida after which he finally returned
home. Drake's daring raids had finally resulted in the outbreak of the long-expected war and it would be the
last action of its kind for some years as England sought to protect herself against invasion and the Spanish
invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Abraham:

The book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The
Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the
Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

David Manning:

The book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid)? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake
on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ryan Parker:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish
Main 1585-86 (Raid) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Ross Adams:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish
Main 1585-86 (Raid) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the book The Great Expedition: Sir Francis Drake on the Spanish Main 1585-86 (Raid) can to be
your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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