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Lives of former slaves in their own words, published for the first time.

Based on a collection of interviews conducted in the late 1930s, Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless is an
invaluable record of the lives and thoughts of former slaves who moved to Indiana after the Civil War and
made significant contributions to the evolving patchwork of Hoosier culture.

The Indiana slave narratives provide a glimpse of slavery as remembered by those who experienced it,
preserving insiders’ views of a tragic chapter in American history. Though they were living in Indiana at the
time of the interviews, these African Americans been enslaved in 11 different states from the Carolinas to
Louisiana. The interviews deal with life and work on the plantation; the treatment of slaves; escaping from
slavery; education, religion, and slave folklore; and recollections of the Civil War. Just as important, the
interviews reveal how former slaves fared in Indiana after the Civil War and during the Depression. Some
became ministers, a few became educators, and one became a physician; but many lived in poverty and
survived on Christian faith and small government pensions.

Ronald L. Baker, Chairperson and Professor of English at Indiana State University, is author of many books,
including Hoosier Folk Legends and From Needmore to Prosperity: Hoosier Place Names in Folklore and
History (both from Indiana University Press. He is co-author of Indiana Place Names with Marvin Carmony
and editor of The Folklore Historian, the journal of the Folklore and History Section of the American
Folklore Society.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Wilson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Homeless, Friendless, and
Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana. You never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Paula Salas:

This Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Homeless,
Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana can be one of several
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in Indiana forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Leticia Bennet:

The actual book Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in
Indiana has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead
of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Robert Burmeister:

The book untitled Homeless, Friendless, and Penniless: The WPA Interviews with Former Slaves Living in
Indiana contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice go through.
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