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Inside the Castle is a comprehensive social history of twentieth-century family law in the United States.
Joanna Grossman and Lawrence Friedman show how vast, oceanic changes in society have reshaped and
reconstituted the American family. Women and children have gained rights and powers, and novel forms of
family life have emerged. The family has more or less dissolved into a collection of independent individuals
with their own wants, desires, and goals. Modern family law, as always, reflects the brute social and cultural
facts of family life.

The story of family law in the twentieth century is complex. This was the century that said goodbye to
common-law marriage and breach-of-promise lawsuits. This was the century, too, of the sexual revolution
and women's liberation, of gay rights and cohabitation. Marriage lost its powerful monopoly over legitimate
sexual behavior. Couples who lived together without marriage now had certain rights. Gay marriage became
legal in a handful of jurisdictions. By the end of the century, no state still prohibited same-sex behavior.
Children in many states could legally have two mothers or two fathers. No-fault divorce became cheap and
easy. And illegitimacy lost most of its social and legal stigma. These changes were not smooth or linear--all
met with resistance and provoked a certain amount of backlash. Families took many forms, some of them
new and different, and though buffeted by the winds of change, the family persisted as a central institution in
society. Inside the Castle tells the story of that institution, exploring the ways in which law tried to penetrate
and control this most mysterious realm of personal life.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

The reason? Because this Inside the Castle: Law and the Family in 20th Century America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Daniel Scott:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Inside the Castle: Law and the Family in 20th
Century America can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Inside the Castle: Law and the
Family in 20th Century America.

Antonio Ritchie:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Inside the Castle: Law and the
Family in 20th Century America or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Inside the Castle: Law and the Family in 20th Century America to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Carol Ramirez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Inside the Castle: Law and the Family in 20th Century America when you



needed it?
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