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Marauding outlaws, or violent rebels still bent on fighting the Civil War? For decades, the so-called “Taylor-
Sutton feud” has been seen as a bloody vendetta between two opposing gangs of Texas gunfighters.
However, historian James M. Smallwood here shows that what seemed to be random lawlessness can be
interpreted as a pattern of rebellion by a loose confederation of desperadoes who found common cause in
their hatred of the Reconstruction government in Texas. Between the 1850s and 1880, almost 200 men rode
at one time or another with Creed Taylor and his family through a forty-five-county area of Texas, stealing
and killing almost at will, despite heated and often violent opposition from pro-Union law enforcement
officials, often led by William Sutton. From 1871 until his eventual arrest, notorious outlaw John Wesley
Hardin served as enforcer for the Taylors. In 1874 in the streets of Comanche, Texas, on his twenty-first
birthday, Hardin and two other members of the Taylor ring gunned down Brown County Deputy Charlie
Webb. This cold-blooded killing—one among many—marked the beginning of the end for the Taylor ring,
and Hardin eventually went to the penitentiary as a result. The Feud That Wasn’t reinforces the interpretation
that Reconstruction was actually just a continuation of the Civil War in another guise, a thesis Smallwood
has advanced in other books and articles. He chronicles in vivid detail the cattle rustling, horse thieving,
killing sprees, and attacks on law officials perpetrated by the loosely knit Taylor ring, drawing a composite
picture of a group of anti-Reconstruction hoodlums who at various times banded together for criminal
purposes. Western historians and those interested in gunfighters and lawmen will heartily enjoy this colorful
and meticulously researched narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Feud That
Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill Sutton, John Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce). All type of book can you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Evelyn Nay:

This The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill Sutton, John Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam
Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill Sutton, John Wesley
Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-
Commerce) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill Sutton, John Wesley
Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-
Commerce) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill
Sutton, John Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas
A&M University-Commerce) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Katherine Adkins:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring,
Bill Sutton, John Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by
Texas A&M University-Commerce) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Billy Salazar:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor
Ring, Bill Sutton, John Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes The Feud That Wasn’t: The Taylor Ring, Bill Sutton, John
Wesley Hardin, and Violence in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Commerce) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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