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What is modernity? Do we all experience modernity in the same way? How should we understand
contemporary social change? This volume explores questions of modernity through critical engagements
with the work of Anthony Giddens, focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and
political sociology. Three substantive areas - reflexivity, environment and identity - are examined
theoretically through the relationships between reflexivity and rationality, life politics and institutional
power, and universalism and 'difference'.

As well as specifically addressing Giddens' reconstruction of sociology, the contributors also explore a wide
variety of critical issues currently occupying centre stage in social theory. These include questions about the
character of contemporary societies, the periodisation of social change, the processes of change by which
societies are constantly made and remade by people, the relationships between the 'social' and the 'natural',
the formation and maintenance of identities and matters of epistemology and methodology in social science.

Theorising Modernity will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate students of sociology, modern
political thought, social geography and social policy and to social scientists trying to make sense of the
modernity debate.

Martin O'Brien is Research at the University of Derby. Sue Penna is a Lecturer in Applied Social Science at
Lancaster University. Colin Hay is a Lecturer in the Department of Political Science and International
Studies at the University of Birmingham (UK), a Visiting Fellow of the Department of Political Science at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US) and Research Affiliate of the Centre for European Studies at
Harvard University (US).
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Here thing why that Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Theorising Modernity:
Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Theorising Modernity:
Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity,
Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory in e-book can be your alternative.

Carlos Garcia:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment &
Identity in Giddens' Social Theory can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

John Whetstone:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment &
Identity in Giddens' Social Theory giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this
is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Timothy Lumpkin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment &
Identity in Giddens' Social Theory was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory has many



kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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