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Historians often rely on a handful of unusual cases to illustrate the absence of free speech in the colonies
such as that of Richard Barnes, who had his arms broken and a hole bored through his tongue for seditious
words against the governor of Virginia. In this definitive and accessible work, Larry Eldridge convincingly
debunks this view by revealing surprising evidence of free speech in early America. Using the court records
of every American colony that existed before 1700 and an analysis of over 1,200 seditious speech cases
sifted from those records, A Distant Heritage shows how colonists experienced a dramatic expansion during
the seventeenth century of their freedom to criticize government and its officials. Exploring important
changes in the roles of juries and appeals, the nature of prosecution and punishment, and the pattern of
growing leniency, Eldridge also shows us why this expansion occurred when it did. He concludes that the
ironic combination of tumult and destabilization on the one hand, and steady growth and development on the
other, made colonists more willing to criticize authority openly and officials less able to prevent it. That, in
turn, established a foundation for the more celebrated flowering of colonial dissent against English authority
in the eighteenth century. Steeped in primary sources and richly narrated, this is an invaluable addition to the
library of anyone interested in legal history, colonial America, or the birth of free speech in the United
States.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America.

Alice Ybarra:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early
America why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Brandon Adams:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Distant Heritage: The
Growth of Free Speech in Early America can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Paul Steinbach:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early America when you essential it?
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