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In 1965 English scientist James Lovelock had a flash of insight: the Earth is not just teeming with life; the
Earth, in some sense, is life. He mulled this revolutionary idea over for several years, first with his close
friend the novelist William Golding, and then in an extensive collaboration with the American scientist Lynn
Margulis. In the early 1970s, he finally went public with the Gaia hypothesis, the idea that everything
happens for an end: the good of planet Earth. Lovelock and Margulis were scorned by professional scientists,
but the general public enthusiastically embraced Lovelock and his hypothesis. People joined Gaia groups;
churches had Gaia services, sometimes with new music written especially for the occasion. There was a Gaia
atlas, Gaia gardening, Gaia herbs, Gaia retreats, Gaia networking, and much more. And the range of
enthusiasts was—and still is—broad.
           
In The Gaia Hypothesis, philosopher Michael Ruse, with his characteristic clarity and wit, uses Gaia and its
history, its supporters and detractors, to illuminate the nature of science itself. Gaia emerged in the 1960s, a
decade when authority was questioned and status and dignity stood for nothing, but its story is much older.
Ruse traces Gaia’s connection to Plato and a long history of goal-directed and holistic—or
organicist—thinking and explains why Lovelock and Margulis’s peers rejected it as pseudoscience. But Ruse
also shows why the project was a success. He argues that Lovelock and Margulis should be commended for
giving philosophy firm scientific basis and for provoking important scientific discussion about the world as a
whole, its homeostasis or—in this age of global environmental uncertainty—its lack thereof.
           
Melding the world of science and technology with the world of feeling, mysticism, and religion, The Gaia
Hypothesis will appeal to a broad range of readers, from students and scholars of the history and philosophy
of science to anyone interested in New Age culture.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Gaia
Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Regina Rodgers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a
Pagan Planet (science.culture) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Gaia
Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Keith Barnett:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet
(science.culture) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Heidi Montgomery:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet
(science.culture) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Gaia Hypothesis: Science
on a Pagan Planet (science.culture).
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