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During the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations, Laos was positioned to become a major front in the
Cold War. Yet American policymakers ultimately chose to resist communism in neighboring South Vietnam
instead. Two generations of historians have explained this decision by citing logistical considerations. Laos's
landlocked, mountainous terrain, they hold, made the kingdom an unpropitious place to fight, while South
Vietnam?possessing a long coastline, navigable rivers, and all-weather roads?better accommodated
America's military forces. The Universe Unraveling is a provocative reinterpretation of U.S.-Laos relations
in the years leading up to the Vietnam War. Seth Jacobs argues that Laos boasted several advantages over
South Vietnam as a battlefield, notably its thousand-mile border with Thailand, whose leader was willing to
allow Washington to use his nation as a base from which to attack the communist Pathet Lao.

More significant in determining U.S. policy in Southeast Asia than strategic appraisals of the Laotian
landscape were cultural perceptions of the Lao people. Jacobs contends that U.S. policy toward Laos under
Eisenhower and Kennedy cannot be understood apart from the traits Americans ascribed to their Lao allies.
Drawing on diplomatic correspondence and the work of iconic figures like "celebrity saint" Tom Dooley,
Jacobs finds that the characteristics American statesmen and the American media attributed to the
Lao?laziness, immaturity, and cowardice?differed from the traits assigned the South Vietnamese, making
Lao chances of withstanding communist aggression appear dubious. The Universe Unraveling combines
diplomatic, cultural, and military history to provide a new perspective on how prejudice can shape policy
decisions and even the course of history.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Bradley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Universe
Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Peggy Witzel:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the
World) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become
one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Universe Unraveling:
American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Richard Forbes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Universe
Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Universe
Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) become your
starter.

Robert Jackson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



Through the book The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United States
in the World) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want
to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with that book The Universe Unraveling: American Foreign Policy in Cold War Laos (The United
States in the World). You can more desirable than now.
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