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Oliver Twist, or The Parish Boy’s Progress, is the second novel by Charles Dickens, and was first published
as a serial 1837–9. The story is of the orphan Oliver Twist, who starts his life in a workhouse and is then
apprenticed with an undertaker. He escapes from there and travels to London where he meets the Artful
Dodger, a member of a gang of juvenile pickpockets, which is led by the elderly criminal Fagin. Oliver Twist
is notable for Dickens’s unromantic portrayal of criminals and their sordid lives, as well as exposing the
cruel treatment of the many orphans in London in the mid–nineteenth century. The alternate title, The Parish
Boy’s Progress, alludes to Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, as well as the 18th-century caricature series by
William Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress and A Harlot’s Progress. An early example of the social novel, Dickens
satirizes the hypocrisies of his time, including child labour, the recruitment of children as criminals, and the
presence of street children. The novel may have been inspired by the story of Robert Blincoe, an orphan
whose account of working as a child labourer in a cotton mill was widely read in the 1830s. It is likely that
Dickens’s own youthful experiences contributed as well. Oliver Twist was born into a life of poverty and
misfortune in a workhouse in an unnamed town (although when originally published in Bentley’s Miscellany
in 1837 the town was called Mudfog and said to be within 70 miles north of London – in reality this is the
location of the town of Northampton). Orphaned almost from his first breath by his mother’s death in
childbirth and his father’s unexplained absence, Oliver is meagrely provided for under the terms of the Poor
Law and spends the first nine years of his life at a baby farm in the ‘care’ of a woman named Mrs. Mann.
Oliver is brought up with little food and few comforts. Around the time of Oliver’s ninth birthday, Mr.
Bumble, the parish beadle, removes Oliver from the baby farm and puts him to work picking and weaving
oakum at the main workhouse. Oliver, who toils with very little food, remains in the workhouse for six
months. One day, the desperately hungry boys decide to draw lots; the loser must ask for another portion of
gruel. The task falls to Oliver, who at the next meal tremblingly comes up forward, bowl in hand, and begs
Mr. Bumble for gruel with his famous request: ”Please, sir, I want some more”.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Oliver Twist will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

William Lee:

The reason? Because this Oliver Twist is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Janet Warren:

You may get this Oliver Twist by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Doris Cobb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is Oliver Twist.
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