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During the early weeks of 1848, as U.S. congressmen debated the territorial status of California, a Swiss
immigrant and an itinerant millwright forever altered the future state’s fate. Building a sawmill for Johann
August Sutter, James Wilson Marshall struck gold. The rest may be history, but much of the story of what
happened in the following year is told not in history books but in the letters, diaries, journals, and other
written recollections of those whom the California gold rush drew west. In this second installment in the
projected four-part collection The Great Medicine Road: Narratives of the Oregon, California, and Mormon
Trails, the hardy souls who made the arduous trip tell their stories in their own words.

Seven individuals’ tales bring to life a long-ago year that enriched some, impoverished others, and forever
changed the face of North America. Responding to often misleading promotional literature, adventurers
made their way west via different routes. Following the Carson River through the Sierra Nevada, or taking
the Lassen Route to the Sacramento Valley, they passed through the Mormon Zion of Great Salt Lake City
and traded with and often displaced Native Americans long familiar with the trails. Their accounts detail
these encounters, as well as the gritty realities of everyday life on the overland trails. They narrate events,
describe the vast and diverse landscapes they pass through, and document a journey as strange and new to
them as it is to many readers today.

Through these travelers’ diaries and memoirs, readers can relive a critical moment in the remaking of the
West—and appreciate what a difference one year can make in the life of a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

The book The Great Medicine Road, Part 2: Narratives of the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails, 1849
(The American Trails Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kenneth Kelly:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be The Great Medicine Road, Part 2: Narratives of the Oregon, California, and
Mormon Trails, 1849 (The American Trails Series).

Jose Rosales:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be read. The Great Medicine Road, Part 2: Narratives of the Oregon,
California, and Mormon Trails, 1849 (The American Trails Series) can be your answer since it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Christopher Barry:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Great Medicine Road, Part 2: Narratives of the Oregon, California, and Mormon
Trails, 1849 (The American Trails Series) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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