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Here, Eric Scerri looks at the trends in properties of elements that led to the construction of the periodic
table, and how the deeper meaning of its structure gradually became apparent with the development of
atomic theory and quantum mechanics, so that, as Scerri puts it, one science, physics, arguably came to
colonize another, chemistry, although such a view is resisted by chemists. Scerri shows that quantum
mechanics is absolutely central to chemistry, as it
underlies the behaviour of all of the elements and their compounds, and therefore underpins the structure of
the periodic table.

Concluding with an overview of the huge variety of periodic tables that have been proposed in the print
media and on the Internet, he explores the debated question of whether there is an optimal periodic table and
what form it might take.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Periodic Table: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have different opinion?

David Stephenson:

Here thing why this specific The Periodic Table: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Periodic Table: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Periodic Table: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Periodic Table: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your alternate.

Brian Register:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Periodic Table: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Steven Murray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The
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