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These seven essays by noted historian Caroline Walker Bynum exemplify her argument that historians must
write in a "comic" mode, aware of history's artifice, risks, and incompletion. Exploring a diverse array of
medieval texts, the essays show how women were able to appropriate dominant social symbols in ways that
revised and undercut them, allowing their own creative and religious voices to emerge. Taken together, they
provide a model of how to account for gender in studying medieval texts and offer a new interpretation of the
role of asceticism and mysticism in Christianity.In the first three essays, Bynum focuses on the
methodological problems inherent in the writing of history. She shows that a consideration of medieval texts
written by women and the rituals attractive to them undermines the approaches of three 20th-century
intellectual figures - Victor Turner, Max Weber, and Leo Steinberg - and illustrates how other disciplines can
enrich historical research. These methodological considerations are then used in the next three essays to
examine gender proper. While describing the "experiential" literary voices of medieval women, Bynum
underlines the corporality of women's piety and focuses on both the cultural construction and the intractable
physicality of the body itself. She also examines how the acts and attitudes of men affected the cultural
construction of categories such as "female," "heretic," and "saint" and shows that the study of gender is the
study of how roles and possibilities are conceptualized by both women and men. In the final essay, Bynum
elucidates how medieval discussions of bodily resurrection and the obsession with material details enrich
modem debates over questions of self-identity and survival.Caroline Walker Bynum is a MacArthur Fellow
and recipient of the Schaff Prize for Church History for her highly acclaimed Holy Feast, Holy Fast. She is
Professor of History at Columbia University.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

The book Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in
Medieval Religion? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world
by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Brittany Belliveau:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on
Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve
Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion is not only
giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Fragmentation and
Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Suzanne Brooke:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender
and the Human Body in Medieval Religion it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Charles Powers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been exactly added.



This reserve Fragmentation and Redemption: Essays on Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion
was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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