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In 2009, while swimming down the KwaZulu-Natal South Coast Bill Johnson lost his left leg and very nearly
his life. While recovering from this accident he began to write this insider's memoir of the Oxford he knew.
The result is a wildly entertaining mixture of acute (and often hilarious) personal observation mixed with
history, some major revelations (the real story of the Thatcher degree debacle and of tear gas bombs thrown
into the House of Commons), and the whole laced with innumerable anecdotes, both humorous and telling.
The result is an unparalleled picture of postwar Oxford. This book is bound to be a classic of its kind.
R. W. Johnson arrived at Magdalen College, Oxford as a South African Rhodes scholar in 1964 and left
Magdalen in 1995 after 26 years as a Fellow, teaching Politics in the PPE (Politics, Philosophy and
Economics) School. Johnson has written widely on British, French and African politics and his books
included six with South African themes, most notably South Africa’s Brave New World – The Beloved
Country Since the End of Apartheid; a major study of the French Left; an investigation of the shooting down
of the Korean airliner KAL 007, and several books of essays.
In addition he has been a prolific contributor to the London Review of Books and a great variety of other
journals and papers including the London Times and Sunday Times, for both of which he has been a foreign
correspondent. From 1995 to 2001 he was director of the Helen Suzman Foundation in Johannesburg.
Reviews:
John Lanchester recalling Karl Miller’s editorship of The London Review of Books wrote:
❛ …R. W. Johnson was in those days writing a series of super-forthright, abrasive pieces that often featured
glancing dismissals of all sorts of senior Labour Party figures. One of these pieces had come in and been
edited … and Karl was reading it in proof.
‘Johnson is like some beast from the pampas,’ Karl said, admiringly and amusedly, ‘who’s brought in, and
immediately rushes around butting everybody.’
No such animal is known to zoology, and Bill Johnson has no known connection with Argentina, but more
than a quarter of a century later, whenever I read a piece in that combative vein, I still think of the beast from
the pampas.❜
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Look Back in Laughter: : Oxford's Postwar Golden
Age. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Look Back in Laughter: : Oxford's Postwar Golden Age. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Donna Solano:

The feeling that you get from Look Back in Laughter: : Oxford's Postwar Golden Age will be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Look Back in Laughter: : Oxford's Postwar Golden Age
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Look Back in Laughter: :
Oxford's Postwar Golden Age instantly.

Phyllis Granger:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Look Back in Laughter: : Oxford's Postwar Golden Age.

Mildred Shaw:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Look Back in Laughter: :
Oxford's Postwar Golden Age.
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