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Toward the end of the nineteenth century, as young women began entering college in greater numbers than
ever before, physicians and social critics charged that campus life posed grave hazards to the female
constitution and women's reproductive health. "A girl could study and learn," Dr. Edward Clarke warned in
his widely read 1873 book Sex in Education, "but she could not do all this and retain uninjured health, and a
future secure from neuralgia, uterine disease, hysteria, and other derangements of the nervous system." For
half a century, ideas such as Dr. Clarke's framed the debate over a woman's place in higher education almost
exclusively in terms of her body and her health.

For historian Margaret A. Lowe, this obsession offers one of the clearest expressions of the social and
cultural meanings given to the female body between 1875 and 1930. At the same time, the "college girl" was
a novelty that tested new ideas about feminine beauty, sexuality, and athleticism. In Looking Good, Lowe
examines the ways in which college women at three quite different institutions?Cornell University, Smith
College, and Spelman College?regarded their own bodies in this period. Contrasting white and black
students, single-sex and coeducational schools, secular and religious environments, and Northern and
Southern attitudes, Lowe draws on student diaries, letters, and publications; institutional records; and
accounts in the popular press to examine the process by which new, twentieth-century ideals of the female
body took hold in America.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Looking
Good: College Women and Body Image, 1875-1930 (Gender Relations in the American Experience) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Looking Good:
College Women and Body Image, 1875-1930 (Gender Relations in the American Experience)is the main one
of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world with this book.

April Young:

Looking Good: College Women and Body Image, 1875-1930 (Gender Relations in the American
Experience) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Looking Good: College Women and Body Image, 1875-1930 (Gender
Relations in the American Experience) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Carole Clark:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Looking Good: College Women and Body Image,
1875-1930 (Gender Relations in the American Experience) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Truman Gallagher:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Looking Good: College Women and Body Image, 1875-1930 (Gender Relations in the
American Experience) when you required it?
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