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RICHELIEU, although a bishop and a cardinal, was not a great theologian, nor was he in the narrowest sense
a great churchman. Many of his contemporaries, endowed with far less dignity and authority, yet exercised
an incomparably more distinct and vital influence on the religious life of his time than he can claim to have
done. Still his career is coincident with a very important epoch in the history of the French Church, and both
in his actions and in his Memoirs he shows a very keen interest in ecclesiastical matters, and a very vivid
sense of their importance to the order and wellbeing of the state. Possibly his interest was rather that of the
politician than of the ecclesiastic, but it was none the less real, nor was the influence which he could not fail
to possess diminished because he himself was lacking in spiritual insight or because his motives were rather
secular than religious. These considerations make it impossible, even in a brief sketch like the present, to
dismiss his relations with the Church in a brief and perfunctory paragraph.
 
The sixteenth century had witnessed two of the greatest religious movements in history. The first was the
Reformation, by which a number of states, mostly in Northern Europe, threw off all dependence upon Rome,
and adopted religious doctrines and organisation more or less at variance with those which had hitherto
prevailed throughout Western Christendom. By the second or Counter Reformation, the Roman Catholic
Church profited by the lessons it had received, reformed the abuses which had provoked discontent and
rebellion, and strengthened its internal organisation in order not only to prevent further defections, but also to
recover some of the ground that had been lost. This reforming movement, which was immensely stimulated
by the efforts of the Jesuit order, found its final expression in the decrees of the Council of Trent. But
although France was represented at Trent, and although the doctrinal definitions of the council were
welcomed, yet those decrees which touched the constitution of the Church and restored discipline were never
accepted or promulgated in France. There were two primary motives for this repudiation of the chief
measures of reform. The crown contended that the conciliar decrees diminished the authority and patronage
conferred upon the kings by the Concordat of 1516. The Parliament of Paris complained that they would
destroy the liberties of the Gallican Church, which had always been dear to the official classes since their
first definition in the Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges in 1438…
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Cardinal Richelieu will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Mildred Patton:

Here thing why this Cardinal Richelieu are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Cardinal Richelieu
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Cardinal Richelieu. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Cardinal Richelieu in e-book can be your
alternative.

Jonathan Zahn:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you
read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Cardinal Richelieu it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

James Dickens:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Cardinal Richelieu is simple to bring
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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