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When does democracy work well, and why? Is democracy the best form of government? These questions are
of supreme importance today as the United States seeks to promote its democratic values abroad. Democracy
and Knowledge is the first book to look to ancient Athens to explain how and why directly democratic
government by the people produces wealth, power, and security.

Combining a history of Athens with contemporary theories of collective action and rational choice developed
by economists and political scientists, Josiah Ober examines Athenian democracy's unique contribution to
the ancient Greek city-state's remarkable success, and demonstrates the valuable lessons Athenian political
practices hold for us today. He argues that the key to Athens's success lay in how the city-state managed and
organized the aggregation and distribution of knowledge among its citizens. Ober explores the institutional
contexts of democratic knowledge management, including the use of social networks for collecting
information, publicity for building common knowledge, and open access for lowering transaction costs. He
explains why a government's attempt to dam the flow of information makes democracy stumble. Democratic
participation and deliberation consume state resources and social energy. Yet as Ober shows, the benefits of
a well-designed democracy far outweigh its costs.

Understanding how democracy can lead to prosperity and security is among the most pressing political
challenges of modern times. Democracy and Knowledge reveals how ancient Greek politics can help us
transcend the democratic dilemmas that confront the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Lee:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation
and Learning in Classical Athens will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Jeffrey Ramsey:

The guide with title Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens posesses a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Patrice Reese:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Bonnie Pace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens.
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