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A Scientific American Best Science Book of 2012
An Atlantic Wire Best Book of 2012
A New York Times Book Review “Editor's Choice”

The “fascinating” (The New Yorker) story of Athanasius Kircher, the eccentric scholar-inventor who
was either a great genius or a crackpot . . . or a bit of both.

The interests of Athanasius Kircher, the legendary seventeenth-century priest-scientist, knew no bounds.
From optics to music to magnetism to medicine, he offered up inventions and theories for everything, and
they made him famous across Europe. His celebrated museum in Rome featured magic lanterns, speaking
statues, the tail of a mermaid, and a brick from the Tower of Babel. Holy Roman Emperors were his patrons,
popes were his friends, and in his spare time he collaborated with the Baroque master Bernini.

But Kircher lived during an era of radical transformation, in which the old approach to knowledge—what he
called the “art of knowing”— was giving way to the scientific method and modern thought. A Man of
Misconceptions traces the rise, success, and eventual fall of this fascinating character as he attempted to
come to terms with a changing world.

With humor and insight, John Glassie returns Kircher to his rightful place as one of history’s most
unforgettable figures.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Simmons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in
an Age of Change. Try to stumble through book A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an
Age of Change as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ronald Johnson:

The book A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an
Eccentric in an Age of Change. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Amy Christensen:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other folks. When you read this A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Kristi Rowden:

A Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A



Man of Misconceptions: The Life of an Eccentric in an Age of Change but doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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