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London has harboured many curious characters, but few more curious than the artist and visionary Austin
Osman Spare (1886-1956). A controversial enfant terrible of the Edwardian art world, the young Spare was
hailed as a genius and a new Aubrey Beardsley, while George Bernard Shaw reportedly said "Spare's
medicine is too strong for the average man." But Spare was never made for worldly success and he went
underground, falling out of the gallery system to live in poverty and obscurity south of the river. Absorbed in
occultism and sorcery, voyaging into inner dimensions and surrounding himself with cats and familiar
spirits, he continued to produce extraordinary art while developing a magical philosophy of pleasure,
obsession, and the subjective nature of reality. Today Spare is both forgotten and famous, a cult figure whose
modest life has been much mythologised since his death. This groundbreaking biographical study offers
wide-ranging insights into Spare's art, mind and world, reconnecting him with the art history that ignored
him and exploring his parallel London; a bygone place of pub pianists, wealthy alchemists and monstrous
owls. "...an elegant and comprehensive biography... [Baker's] deep sympathy for his subject is nicely
balanced by his scepticism towards some of Spare's sources of esoteric thought. There is a wealth of detail
here ... A stunning tribute to an unjustly neglected artist." - Noel Rooney, Fortean Times 'I cannot
recommend Austin Osman Spare too highly. Phil Baker has done a wonderful job of bringing the
complexities and contradictions of Spare's life to the fore, and in making the London of Spare's time come to
life vividly and richly. Hopefully this book will encourage a reassessment of Spare which is long overdue' -
 Phil Hine
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Austin Osman Spare: The Life & Legend of London's
Lost Artist.

Raymond Albanese:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Austin Osman Spare: The Life & Legend of London's Lost
Artist it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has
high quality.

Jesus Brewster:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Austin Osman Spare: The Life & Legend of London's Lost Artist.

Douglas Ham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Austin Osman
Spare: The Life & Legend of London's Lost Artist.
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