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The Kentucky-born son of a Baptist preacher, with an early tendency toward racial prejudice, Supreme Court
Justice Wiley Rutledge (1894-1949) became one of the Court's leading liberal activists and an early
supporter of racial equality, free speech, and church-state separation. Drawing on more than 160 interviews,
John M. Ferren provides a valuable analysis of Rutledge's life and judicial decisionmaking and offers the
most comprehensive explanation to date for the Supreme Court nominations of Rutledge, Felix Frankfurter,
and William O. Douglas.

Rutledge was known for his compassion and fairness. He opposed discrimination based on gender and
poverty and pressed for expanded rights to counsel, due process, and federal review of state criminal
convictions. During his brief tenure on the Court (he died following a stroke at age fifty-five), he contributed
significantly to enhancing civil liberties and the rights of naturalized citizens and criminal defendants,
became the Court's most coherent expositor of the commerce clause, and dissented powerfully from military
commission convictions of Japanese generals after World War II. Through an examination of Rutledge's life,
Ferren highlights the development of American common law and legal education, the growth of the legal
profession and related institutions, and the evolution of the American court system, including the politics of
judicial selection.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Saucier:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the
Court: The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Larry Murray:

Beside this specific Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court: The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge in your
phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court: The
Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Timothy Grill:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court: The
Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court: The Story of
Justice Wiley Rutledge to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jonathan Smith:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Salt of the Earth, Conscience of
the Court: The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court:



The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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