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A concise and accessible account of the era written with an eye toward engaging the student and general
listener.

Blessed by a booming economy, the United States experienced the benefits of technology in the 1950s, with
television and the automobile transforming the way people lived, and the space race offering new challenges.
At the same time, the nation faced domestic divisions and international crises that would have far-reaching
historical and political consequences.

The 1950s evoke images of prosperity, suburbia, a smiling President Eisenhower, cars with elaborate tail
fins, Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, and the "golden age" of television - seemingly a simpler time in which
the idealized family life of situation comedies had at least some basis in reality. A closer examination,
however, recalls more threatening images: the hysteria of McCarthyism, the shadow of the atomic bomb, war
in Korea, the Soviet threat manifested in the launch of Sputnik and the bombast of Nikita Khrushchev, and a
clash over the integration of public buses in Montgomery, Alabama, and a high school in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Andrew J. Dunar successfully shows how the issues confronting America in the late twentieth
century have roots in the fifties, some apparent at the time, others only in retrospect: civil rights,
environmentalism, the counterculture, and "movements" on behalf of women, Latinos, and Native
Americans.

The rise of the "beats", the continuing development of jazz, the emergence of rock 'n' roll, and the art of
Jackson Pollock reveal the decade to be less conformist than commonly portrayed. While the cold war
rivalry with the Soviet Union generated the most concern, Dunar skillfully illustrates how the rise of Nasser
in Egypt, Castro in Cuba, and Communist regimes in North Korea, Vietnam, and China signaled new
regional challenges to American power.

This book will be ideal for instructors of American history survey courses at the high school and
undergraduate levels.

The book is published by Syracuse University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide America in the Fifties: America in the
Twentieth Century will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Danielle Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This America in the Fifties: America in the Twentieth
Century can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Melvin Robinson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book America in the Fifties: America in the Twentieth
Century was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book America in the Fifties:
America in the Twentieth Century has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that.

Amy Terrell:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book America in the Fifties: America
in the Twentieth Century to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the book America in the Fifties: America in the Twentieth Century
can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
their time.
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