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This book presents research findings on India’s major central and state government-sponsored health
insurance schemes (GSHISs). The analysis centers on the GSHISs launched since 2007. These schemes
targeted poor populations, aiming to provide financial protection against catastrophic health shocks, defined
in terms of inpatient care.

Focus is on two lines of inquiry. The first involves institutional and “operational” opportunities and
challenges regarding schemes’ design features, governance arrangements, financial flows, cost-containment
mechanisms, underlying stakeholder incentives, information asymmetries, and potential for impact on
financial protection and on access to care and use by targeted beneficiaries. The second entails “big picture”
questions on the future configuration of India’s health financing and delivery systems that have surfaced, due
in part to the appearance of a new wave of GSHISs.
In addition to gains in population coverage, reaching about 185 million low-income beneficiaries by 2010,
the new crop of schemes introduced a demand-side approach to public financing while embracing several
innovation features, at least for the Indian context. These include: defined entitlements, separation of
purchasing from financing, patient choice of providers, impressive use of information and communication
technology and engagement with the private sector in the areas of insurance, administration and provision.
Strong political interest in the schemes is also evident, especially at the state level and is a driver of increased
public expenditures for health.
The schemes face a number of operational challenges that have emerged during implementation and are
examined in the book. They will need to strengthen institutional and governance arrangements, purchasing
and contracting capacities, monitoring systems, and cost containment mechanisms. They need to use their
financial leverage to improve the quality of network providers. Beneficiaries also appear to have insufficient
information on enrolment, benefits and providers. The book recommends a series of corrective measures to
address these shortcomings.

The book outlines a “pragmatic pathway” toward achieving universal coverage that takes as a starting point
the current configuration of health financing and delivery arrangements in India, recent trends in government
health financing as well as innovations and lessons from the recent GSHISs analyzed in this book. The book
concludes with a review of issues for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Woodley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about
the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Government-Sponsored Health Insurance in India: Are
You Covered? (Directions in Development).

Michelle Mills:

Typically the book Government-Sponsored Health Insurance in India: Are You Covered? (Directions in
Development) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Dwight Hancock:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Government-Sponsored Health Insurance in India: Are You Covered? (Directions in
Development).

Robert Oshea:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Government-Sponsored Health Insurance in
India: Are You Covered? (Directions in Development) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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