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By examining the unique problems that "blackness" signifies in Moby-Dick, Pierre, "Benito Cereno," and
"The Encantadas," Christopher Freeburg analyzes how Herman Melville grapples with the social realities of
racial difference in nineteenth-century America. Where Melville's critics typically read blackness as either a
metaphor for the haunting power of slavery or an allegory of moral evil, Freeburg asserts that blackness
functions as the site where Melville correlates the sociopolitical challenges of transatlantic slavery and U.S.
colonial expansion with philosophical concerns about mastery. By focusing on Melville's iconic interracial
encounters, Freeburg reveals the important role blackness plays in Melville's portrayal of characters' arduous
attempts to seize their own destiny, amass scientific knowledge, and perfect themselves. A valuable resource
for scholars and graduate students in American literature, this text will also appeal to those working in
American, African American, and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Leverette:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Melville and the Idea of
Blackness: Race and Imperialism in Nineteenth Century America (Cambridge Studies in American
Literature and Culture)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
other opinion?

Patricia Stewart:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Melville
and the Idea of Blackness: Race and Imperialism in Nineteenth Century America (Cambridge Studies in
American Literature and Culture), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Sammy Cheney:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Melville and the Idea of
Blackness: Race and Imperialism in Nineteenth Century America (Cambridge Studies in American
Literature and Culture) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Kevin Dobson:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book Melville and the Idea of Blackness: Race and Imperialism in Nineteenth Century
America (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best



book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Melville and the
Idea of Blackness: Race and Imperialism in Nineteenth Century America (Cambridge Studies in American
Literature and Culture). You can more desirable than now.
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